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SUPPLEMENTAL NOTE ON HOUSE BILL NO. 2703

As Amended by Senate Committee on
Natural Resources

Brief*

HB 2703 would modify the definition of “construction and demoli-
tion” waste in the statutes dealing with solid waste by adding:

! Treated wood from construction or demolition projects; 

! Small amounts of municipal solid waste generated by the con-
sumption of food and drinks at construction or demolition sites,
including, but not limited to, cups, bags, and bottles; and

! Furniture and appliances from which ozone depleting chlorofluoro-
carbons have been removed in accordance with the provisions o f
the federal Clean Air Act.

In addition, the bill would provide that when the Kansas Department
of Health and Environment (KDHE) determines through scientific
analysis and demonstration that a construction and demolition landfill
has or can reasonably be expected to cause harm to the waters of the
state, that KDHE could require any future phases at the construction
and demolition landfill to utilize a compacted soil liner.  Further, KDHE
could require the owners or the operators of the landfill to take appropri-
ate response actions, without limitation, any one or more of the
following:  groundwater monitoring, groundwater remediation, methane
gas collection, or orderly closure of any phase of the landfill which has
been the source of a release.
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Background

At the hearing on the original bill, a spokesperson from KDHE
indicated that the agency would propose to develop and adopt  new
rules and regulations for Class I construction and demolition landfills.
The testimony was in support of the legislation.  Also appearing in
support of the bill was a representative of the Kansas Association of
Counties.   In addition, written testimony in opposition to the bill was
received by the C&D Landfill Association.  Written testimony also was
received from the C&D Recyclers Association.  Comments were made
by a representative of Waste Management expressing concern with the
bill.

The House Committee on Environment made amendments to the
bill to modify the definition of “construction and demolition waste.”  In
addition, the Committee amended the definition of what would consti-
tute a “Class I construction and demolition landfill.”

The fiscal note on the bill states that the Department of Health and
Environment believes that the passage of the bill would have no fiscal
effect and the establishment of rules and regulations could be done
within existing resources. 

The Senate Committee on Natural Resources amended the bill to
add furniture and certain appliances to the definition of "construct ion
and demolition waste."  Further, the Committee deleted the provisions
of the bill which would have created two classes of construction and
demolition landfills.  Finally, the Committee added language which
would permit KDHE to require compacted soil liners in future phases of
a construction and demolition landfill when the landfill has or can
reasonably be expected to cause harm to the waters of the state.  In
addition, this amendment would allow KDHE to take other appropriate
response actions such as groundwater monitoring and groundwater
remediation.


