
SENATE BILL No. 404

AN ACT concerning the Kansas academy of mathematics and science; relating to pupils
admitted thereto; relating to fees and tuition; amending K.S.A. 2007 Supp. 72-1111, 72-
9711, 72-9712 and 72-9713 and repealing the existing sections.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:

Section 1. K.S.A. 2007 Supp. 72-1111 is hereby amended to read as
follows: 72-1111. (a) Subject to the other provisions of this section, every
parent or person acting as parent in the state of Kansas, who has control
over or charge of any child who has reached the age of seven years and
is under the age of 18 years and has not attained a high school diploma
or a general educational development (GED) credential, shall require
such child to be regularly enrolled in and attend continuously each school
year (1) a public school for the duration of the school term provided for
in K.S.A. 72-1106, and amendments thereto, or (2) a private, denomi-
national or parochial school taught by a competent instructor for a period
of time which is substantially equivalent to the period of time public
school is maintained in the school district in which the private, denomi-
national or parochial school is located. If the child is 16 or 17 years of
age, the parent or person acting as parent, by written consent, or the
court, pursuant to a court order, may allow the child to be exempt from
the compulsory attendance requirements of this section.

(b) If the child is 16 or 17 years of age, the child shall be exempt
from the compulsory attendance requirements of this section if: (1) The
child is regularly enrolled in and attending a program recognized by the
local board of education as an approved alternative educational program,
or; (2) the child and the parent or person acting as parent attend a final
counseling session conducted by the school during which a disclaimer to
encourage the child to remain in school or to pursue educational alter-
natives is presented to and signed by the child and the parent or person
acting as parent. The disclaimer shall include information regarding the
academic skills that the child has not yet achieved, the difference in future
earning power between a high school graduate and a high school drop
out, and a listing of educational alternatives that are available for the child,
or; or (3) the child is regularly enrolled in a school as required by sub-
section (a) and is concurrently enrolled in a postsecondary educational
institution, as defined by K.S.A. 74-3201b, and amendments thereto. The
provisions of this clause (3) shall be applicable to children from and after
July 1, 1997 and shall relate back to such date.

(c) Any child who is under the age of seven years, but who is enrolled
in school, is subject to the compulsory attendance requirements of this
section. Any such child may be withdrawn from enrollment in school at
any time by a parent or person acting as parent of the child and thereupon
the child shall be exempt from the compulsory attendance requirements
of this section until the child reaches the age of seven years or is re-
enrolled in school.

(d) Any child who is determined to be an exceptional child, except
for an exceptional child who is determined to be a gifted child, under the
provisions of the special education for exceptional children act is subject
to the compulsory attendance requirements of such act and is exempt
from the compulsory attendance requirements of this section.

(e) Any child who has been admitted to, and is attending, the Kansas
academy of mathematics and science, as provided in K.S.A. 72-9711 et
seq., and amendments thereto, is exempt from the compulsory attendance
requirements of this section.

(e) (f) No child attending public school in this state shall be required
to participate in any activity which is contrary to the religious teachings
of the child if a written statement signed by one of the parents or a person
acting as parent of the child is filed with the proper authorities of the
school attended requesting that the child not be required to participate
in such activities and stating the reason for the request.

(f) (g) When a recognized church or religious denomination that ob-
jects to a regular public high school education provides, offers and
teaches, either individually or in cooperation with another recognized
church or religious denomination, a regularly supervised program of in-
struction, which is approved by the state board of education, for children
of compulsory school attendance age who have successfully completed
the eighth grade, participation in such a program of instruction by any
such children whose parents or persons acting as parents are members
of the sponsoring church or religious denomination shall be regarded as
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acceptable school attendance within the meaning of this act. Approval of
such programs shall be granted by the state board of education, for two-
year periods, upon application from recognized churches and religious
denominations, under the following conditions:

(1) Each participating child shall be engaged, during each day on
which attendance is legally required in the public schools in the school
district in which the child resides, in at least five hours of learning activ-
ities appropriate to the adult occupation that the child is likely to assume
in later years;

(2) acceptable learning activities, for the purposes of this subsection,
shall include parent (or person acting as parent) supervised projects in
agriculture and homemaking, work-study programs in cooperation with
local business and industry, and correspondence courses from schools
accredited by the national home study council, recognized by the United
States office of education as the competent accrediting agency for private
home study schools;

(3) at least 15 hours per week of classroom work under the supervi-
sion of an instructor shall be provided, at which time students shall be
required to file written reports of the learning activities they have pursued
since the time of the last class meeting, indicating the length of time spent
on each one, and the instructor shall examine and evaluate such reports,
approve plans for further learning activities, and provide necessary as-
signments and instruction;

(4) regular attendance reports shall be filed as required by law, and
students shall be reported as absent for each school day on which they
have not completed the prescribed minimum of five hours of learning
activities;

(5) the instructor shall keep complete records concerning instruction
provided, assignments made, and work pursued by the students, and these
records shall be filed on the first day of each month with the state board
of education and the board of education of the school district in which
the child resides;

(6) the instructor shall be capable of performing competently the
functions entrusted thereto; and

(7) in applying for approval under this subsection a recognized church
or religious denomination shall certify its objection to a regular public
high school education and shall specify, in such detail as the state board
of education may reasonably require, the program of instruction that it
intends to provide and no such program shall be approved unless it fully
complies with standards therefor which shall be specified by the state
board of education;.

(8) If the sponsors of an instructional program approved under this
subsection fail to comply at any time with the provisions of this subsection,
the state board of education shall rescind, after a written warning has
been served and a period of three weeks allowed for compliance, approval
of the programs, even though the two-year approval period has not
elapsed, and thereupon children attending such program shall be admit-
ted to a high school of the school district.

(g) (h) As used in this section:
(1) ‘‘Parent’’ and ‘‘person acting as parent’’ have the meanings re-

spectively ascribed thereto in K.S.A. 72-1046, and amendments thereto.
(2) ‘‘Regularly enrolled’’ means enrolled in five or more hours of in-

struction each school day. For the purposes of subsection (b)(3), hours
of instruction received at a postsecondary educational institution shall be
counted.

Sec. 2. K.S.A. 2007 Supp. 72-9711 is hereby amended to read as
follows: 72-9711. As used in this act:

(a) ‘‘Kansas academy of mathematics and science’’ or ‘‘KAMS’’
means: (1) An accelerated residential, or on-line distance learning pro-
gram for Kansas high school-age pupils who are academically talented in
science and mathematics; and (2) a rigorous, two-year program of college
coursework tailored to individual abilities and taught by the faculty of a
postsecondary educational institution designated by the board. The pur-
pose of KAMS is to provide an opportunity for academically talented
pupils to work in a community of peers and to earn simultaneously college
credits and a high school diploma. The state board of regents shall de-
termine whether KAMS is a residential program, a distance learning pro-
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gram or a combination of on-line and in person course work, seminars
and learning activities.

(b) ‘‘Academically talented pupil’’ or ‘‘pupil’’ means a pupil who: (1)
Is a Kansas resident; (2) is eligible for enrollment in the 11th grade or
equivalent; (3) (2) has completed at least two years of high school with
distinction in mathematics or science by the end of 10th grade; (4) (3)
has achieved minimum composite scores of 23 on the ACT or 1100 on
the SAT; and (5) (4) demonstrates the maturity and capacity to benefit
from the KAMS experience.

(c) ‘‘Postsecondary educational institution’’ has the meaning ascribed
thereto in K.S.A. 74-3201b, and amendments thereto.

(d) ‘‘Board’’ means the state board of regents.

Sec. 3. K.S.A. 2007 Supp. 72-9712 is hereby amended to read as
follows: 72-9712. (a) The state board of regents shall adopt any rules and
regulations necessary for the administration of the provisions of this act
and, subject to appropriations therefore, shall:

(1) Provide for establishment and operation of the Kansas academy
of mathematics and science program by a postsecondary educational in-
stitution designated by the board;

(2) establish guidelines and procedures for operation of KAMS and
for selection of academically talented pupils who apply for admission to
KAMS;

(3) prescribe the curriculum of KAMS, including coursework in
mathematics through calculus II, chemistry, biology, physics, computer
science, English and history. The course of study for KAMS pupils shall
be subject to the approval of the state board of education and shall be
designed to meet both the high school graduation requirements and the
requirements for an associate of arts or an associate of science degree.
The state assessment scores of students academically talented pupils in
KAMS shall be included in the state assessment scores of the school
district which the student such pupil last attended but nothing herein
shall preclude the use of such assessments by KAMS. Solely for the pur-
pose of admission to KAMS, an academically talented pupil shall not be
required to comply with the requirements of K.S.A. 76-717, and amend-
ments thereto; and

(4) Nothing herein shall be construed to require the admittance to
KAMS of a gifted student or the inclusion of KAMS admittance as a part
of a student’s IEP. Admittance to KAMS shall be determined solely pur-
suant to rules and regulations of the state board of regents.

(5) (4) establish fees for students tuition and fees for academically
talented pupils attending the KAMS program. Such fees For academically
talented pupils who are enrolled in a Kansas school district, such tuition
and fees, other than those fees which are regularly charged to high school
pupils, shall be paid by the school district where the student such pupil
is enrolled but shall not exceed the base state aid per pupil an amount
equal to base state aid per pupil. All academically talented pupils shall be
responsible for the payment of any fees regularly charged to other pupils
enrolled in high school. Tuition and fees charged to pupils who are not
enrolled in a Kansas school district may exceed the amount charged to
pupils who are enrolled in a Kansas school district. Academically talented
pupils who are not enrolled in a Kansas school district shall be responsible
for the payment of all tuition and fees.

(b) The guidelines and procedures for the operation of KAMS shall
address:

(1) Selection and admission of academically talented pupils on the
basis of mathematics or science career interests, standardized tests scores,
transcripts, teacher evaluations, essays, family commitment, personal in-
terviews and other such factors as the board identifies;

(2) selection of faculty and faculty qualifications;
(3) research, laboratory and field trip activities;
(4) extracurricular activities;
(5) college and career counseling services;
(6) college credit to be awarded;
(7) preparation and utilization of manuals to be provided to high

school counselors for use in advising academically talented pupils;
(8) computers and software needed;
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(9) ways and means of encouraging and facilitating parental involve-
ment in KAMS; and

(10) manner and method of publicizing KAMS and acquainting aca-
demically talented pupils and their parents with the benefits to be gained
by attending KAMS.

(c) The procedure for selecting academically talented pupils for ad-
mission to KAMS shall provide for admission of 20 students academically
talented pupils selected on a congressional district basis with no more
than five pupils from each of the four congressional districts and 20 other
academically talented pupils selected on a statewide basis. If there are
fewer than five academically talented pupils who apply for admission to
KAMS from any one of the four congressional districts, academically tal-
ented pupils applying from the other Kansas congressional districts may
be substituted therefore, but congressional district balance shall be main-
tained to the extent possible. The board of regents shall have the authority
to expand the number of students but any such expansion academically
talented pupils and to authorize admission of nonresident academically
talented pupils and international academically talented pupils as well as
additional Kansas residents. Any such expansion of the number of Kansas
residents pupils shall maintain the same proportions as provided above
for congressional districts and selections on a statewide basis. At least
three-fourths of the total number of academically talented pupils enrolled
in KAMS shall be Kansas residents. The selection criteria and programs
for KAMS may include advance placement courses offered over the KAN-
ED network for pupils in grades 9 through 12.

Admittance to KAMS shall be determined solely pursuant to rules and
regulations of the state board of regents. Nothing in this section shall be
construed to require the admittance of a gifted pupil to KAMS or the
inclusion of KAMS admittance as a part of a gifted pupil’s IEP.

(d) The board shall have authority to aid regent institutions in devel-
oping short-term summer academies and shall include in its budget re-
quest funds for operating such academies. The governor shall include
funding therefor in the governor’s budget report. Such summer acade-
mies may be residential or use the KAN-ED system.

Sec. 4. K.S.A. 2007 Supp. 72-9713 is hereby amended to read as
follows: 72-9713. Academically talented pupils shall be admitted to KAMS
without charge for tuition, fees and books. If the program is structured
as a residential program, students academically talented pupils shall be
responsible for room and board charges. Academically talented pupils
who demonstrate financial need may be provided room and board without
charge.

New Sec. 5. (a) For the purpose of determining the general fund
budget of a school district, weightings shall not be assigned to a pupil
enrolled in and attending KAMS.

(b) Moneys in the general fund which are attributable to a pupil en-
rolled in and attending KAMS shall not be included in the computation
of the local option budget of the school district.

(c) The provisions of this section shall be part of and supplemental
to the school district finance and quality performance act.

Sec. 6. K.S.A. 2007 Supp. 72-1111, 72-9711, 72-9712 and 72-9713
are hereby repealed.
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Sec. 7. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its
publication in the statute book.
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