
HOUSE Substitute for SENATE BILL No. 475

AN ACT concerning economic development; creating the state affordable airfare fund to
support certain programs; providing for certain studies and reports.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:

Section 1. (a) There is hereby established in the state treasury the
$5,000,000 state affordable airfare fund, which shall be known and re-
ferred to as the state affordable airfare fund and which shall be admin-
istered by the secretary of commerce. In accordance with the provisions
of appropriation acts, moneys shall be transferred to the state affordable
airfare fund from the state general fund or one or more special revenue
funds in the state treasury as specified by appropriation acts. All expend-
itures from the state affordable airfare fund shall be for the program to
provide more air flight options, more competition for air travel and af-
fordable air fares for Kansas, including a regional airport in western Kan-
sas. All expenditures from the state affordable airfare fund shall be made
in accordance with appropriation acts upon warrants of the director of
accounts and reports issued pursuant to vouchers approved by the sec-
retary of commerce or the designee of the secretary.

(b) The moneys credited to the state affordable airfare fund shall be
disbursed as an annual grant by the secretary of commerce to the regional
economic area partnership (REAP) and shall be used for the development
and implementation of a program to provide more air flight options, more
competition for air travel and affordable air fares for Kansas, including a
regional airport in western Kansas. Each annual grant shall be matched
by moneys received by the regional economic area partnership (REAP)
from local units of government or private entities on the basis of 75%
from the state affordable airfare fund to 25% from local units of govern-
ment or private entities.

(c) Annually, beginning by January 15, 2008, at the beginning of each
regular session of the legislature thereafter, the regional economic area
partnership (REAP) shall evaluate and present a report on the effective-
ness of this program to the house of representatives committee on ap-
propriations and the senate committee on ways and means. Commencing
with the regular session in 2008, the regional economic area partnership
(REAP) shall prepare and submit a report on the expenditures of the
state annual grant and local matching moneys under the program and the
results obtained for such expenditures to the legislature at the beginning
of each regular session.

(d) During the interim between regular sessions of the legislature,
commencing with the 2006 legislative interim period, the legislative
budget committee shall study and review the activities of the regional
economic area partnership (REAP) under the program to provide more
air flight options, more competition for air travel and affordable air fares
for Kansas, including a regional airport in western Kansas.
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Sec. 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its
publication in the statute book.
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