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AN ACT concerning the board of nursing; relating to licensure of pro-
fessional and practical nurses; concerning fingerprinting and criminal
history records checks.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:
Section 1. (a) The board of nursing may require an applicant for

licensure as a professional nurse or practical nurse in this state to be
fingerprinted and submit to a state and national criminal history record
check. The fingerprints shall be used to identify the applicant and to
determine whether the applicant has a record of criminal arrests and
convictions in this state or other jurisdictions. The board of nursing is
authorized to submit the fingerprints to the Kansas bureau of investiga-
tion and the federal bureau of investigation for a state and national crim-
inal history record check. The board of nursing may use the information
obtained from fingerprinting and the applicant’s criminal history for pur-
poses of verifying the identification of any applicant and in the official
determination of character and fitness of the applicant for any licensure
to practice professional or practical nursing in this state.

(b) Local and state law enforcement officers and agencies shall assist
the board of nursing in taking and processing of fingerprints of applicants
seeking admission to practice professional or practical nursing in this state
and shall release all records of an applicant’s arrests, convictions, expun-
gements and juvenile records to the board of nursing.

Sec. 2. There is hereby created in the state treasury the criminal
background and fingerprinting fund. All moneys credited to the fund shall
be used to pay the Kansas bureau of investigation for the processing of
fingerprints and criminal background checks for the board of nursing.
The fund shall be administered by the board of nursing. All expenditures
from the fund shall be made in accordance with appropriation acts upon
warrants of the director of accounts and reports issued pursuant to vouch-
ers approved by the president of the board or a person designated by the
president.

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its
publication in the statute book.


