HOUSE BILL No. 2485

AN ACT concerning notaries public; prohibiting certain acts and providing penalties and
remedies for violations; amending K.S.A. 53-118 and repealing the existing section.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Kansas:

New Section 1. (a) A notary public who is not admitted to the prac-
tice of law in this state and who advertises notarial services in a language
other than English shall include, in any advertisement, notice, letterhead
or sign, a statement prominently displayed, in the same language in which
such notarial services are offered, as follows: “I am not authorized to
practice law and have no authority to give advice on immigration law or
other legal matters.”

(b) A notary public who is not admitted to the practice of law in this
state shall not use the term “notario publico” or any equivalent non-
English term in any business card, advertisement, notice or sign unless it
complies with the requirements of subsection (a).

(c) Violation of this section is a class B misdemeanor.

(d) Violation of this section constitutes a deceptive act or practice
pursuant to K.S.A. 50-626, and amendments thereto, and shall be subject
to the remedies and penalties provided by the Kansas consumer protec-
tion act.

(e) This section shall be part of and supplemental to the acts con-
tained in article 1 of chapter 53 of the Kansas Statutes Annotated, and
amendments thereto.

Sec. 2. K.S.A. 53-118 is hereby amended to read as follows: 53-118.
(a) The secretary of state may refuse to appoint any person as a notary
public or may revoke the appointment of any notary public upon any of
the following grounds:

(1) Substantial or material misstatement or omission in the applica-
tion submitted to the secretary of state;

(2) conviction of a felony or of a lesser offense involving moral tur-
pitude or of a nature incompatible with the duties of a notary public. A
conviction after a plea of nolo contendere is deemed to be a conviction
within the meaning of this subsection;

(3) revocation, suspension or denial of a professional license, if such
revocation, suspension or denial was for misconduct, dishonesty or any
cause substantially relating to the duties or responsibilities of a notary
public;

(4) cessation of United States citizenship;

(5) incapacitation to such a degree that the person is incapable of
reading or writing the English language;

(6) failure to exercise the powers and duties of a notary public in
accordance with this act; or

(7) wviolation of section 1, and amendments thereto.

(b)  Any person whose notary public appointment has been removed;
pursuant to subsection (a)(1) through (a)(6) may not apply for an appoint-
ment until the expiration of four years from the date of removal of such
appointment. Any person whose notary public appointment has been re-
moved pursuant to subsection (a)(7) may not apply or receive an appoint-
ment for such person’s lifetime.
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Sec. 3. K.S.A. 53-118 is hereby repealed.

Sec. 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its
publication in the statute book.
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