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Members of the House Committee on Corrections and Juvenile Justice: 
 

My name is Mike Fonkert; I am the Just Campaign Director for the Kansas Appleseed Center for Law and 

Justice, a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated to the belief that Kansans, working together, 

can build a state full of thriving, inclusive, and just communities. 
 

Kansas Appleseed supports HB 2686.  

 

HB 2686 ends imprisonment and discharges people from probation for marijuana possession.  It also 

ends the practice of charging someone with a felony for a third or subsequent marijuana possession 

charge.  

 

Kansas faces a serious prison overcrowding problem.  Prison overcrowding has led the state to declare 

an emergency  and to spend millions of dollars transferring inmates to a private prison in Arizona.  1 2

Overtime for corrections officers has risen to an estimated $11.2 million, up 35% ($2.9 million) in just 

five years.  3

 

Drug charges are the most serious offenses for 23.4% of all Kansas prisoners.  44% of Kansas prison 4

admissions in 2018 were for technical violations to probation.  Drug offenses are far and away the 5

biggest contributor to admissions in Kansas’ prisons.  Ending felony charges for marijuana possession 6

will go a long way towards solving the crisis the Kansas prison system is facing. 

 

For these reasons Kansas Appleseed urges the favorable passage of HB 2686. 
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