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Senate Federal and State Affairs Committee 
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HB 2468 
 
Chair and Members of the Committee: 
 
The Kansas State Rifle Association (KSRA) fully supports HB 2468 which says, no school district 
shall adopt a policy that prohibits an organization from conducting activities on school property solely 
because the activities include the possession and use of air guns by the participants. 
 
For 30 years, the Derby school district allowed the air rifle club the use of school facilities without 
incident. As we’ve seen time and again, someone complained and officials overreacted. 
 
In 2015, the 50th International BB Gun Championship was held in Rogers, Arkansas with shooting 
teams from 12 Kansas communities participating: Johnson County 4-H, Gardner; Wyandotte County 
4-H, Kansas City, Kansas; Jefferson County 4-H, McLouth; Sedgwick County 4-H, Valley Center; 
Norton Rotary BB Gun Club, Lenora; Jackson/Nemaha 4-H, Netawaka; Flint Hill Jr. Shooters, Alma; 
Riley/Pottawatomie 4-H, Manhattan; Lyon County 4-H, Emporia; Flint Hills District BB Gun Club, 
Council Grove; Reno County 4-H, Sterling; and Derby VFW BB Gun Club, Derby. 
 
In addition, the first ever Kansas High School Air Rifle Championship was hosted last year by Topeka 
High School. St. John’s Military School from Salina won the competition. Other participating high 
school air rifle teams included groups from Leavenworth, Topeka West, and Shawnee Heights. 
 
BB gun and air rifle clubs are educational by their very nature. I’ve attached an essay from the 
Leavenworth High School Air Rifle Team website, entitled What Competitive Shooters Learn by 
Michele Makucevich. Michele is the instructor of the Burlington Rifle and Pistol Club Junior 
Competition Team in Colchester, Vermont. Speaking of her students, she says how fortunate she is “to 
have a tool for teaching them perseverance, patience, self-discipline, problem solving, optimism, 
concentration, confidence, responsibility and personal accountability.” She also points out that the 
rifles she and her student athletes use “are no different than a bat to a baseball player, a racket to a 
tennis player, or a javelin to a track and field athlete.” She continues that “the focus of shooting is the 
ultimate control of mind over body, and as such, it is one of the least violent of any sport. You don’t 
tackle, check, punch or grab your opponent.” She concludes that “shooting is the most egalitarian of all 
sports, men and women compete on equal terms. Because it is a non-contact sport, it has an unequaled 
safety record. There are no injuries.” 
 
If the last 30 years have taught us anything, they tell us Derby, Kansas is no different. 
 
The KSRA respectfully asks the Committee act favorably on HB 2468. 
 

Kathleen Wade, JD 
President 










