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March 15, 2013

The Honorable Steve Abrams, Chairman
Senate Education Committee

Dear Senator Abrames,

| appreciate the opportunity to supply written testimony in support of HB 21089. This important bill
allows school districts, which serve military students, the opportunity for a 2" headcount.

The schools districts affected by this bill have many challenges in educating the children of our Soldiers.
Our military is a transient population that can be deployed or reassigned on a moment’s notice. This can
be very disruptive for the families of these soldiers. Often times the family will follow the soldiers to
their new assignments. More times than not, this does not occur at the beginning of the school year.

The Military has a strong presence in our State with multiple installations. Fort Riley in 2012 had a
Military population of 19,468 and an additional 26,415 family members. The school districts that
educate this population take pride in educating these children but need to be compensated when large
enroliment changes occur.

During the last BRAC the Military stated that State and Local support for soldiers and their families can
be a deciding factor in troop assignments. | ask the Committee to support our soldiers and their children
by passing out favorably HB 2109
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