Senate Education Committee
February 7, 2013
SB 44

Chairman Abrams and Honorable Members of the Senate Education Committee:

My name is Jennifer Barnhart and I am here today on behalf of Topeka Public Schools in opposition to
Senate Bill 44. '

First, Kansas law should mirror Federal regulation and not go beyond that which is required by the
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and Section 504 of the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA). Senate Bill #44 creates a new system of reading remediation that is outside the two afore
mentioned laws and in fact would be in violation of these laws. Both IDEA and Section 504 have
provisions for students to be educated in the least restrictive environment to the maximum extent
appropriate with their general education peers. This bill mandates 90 minutes a day of instruction outside
the regular classroom. Both IDEA and Section 504 have strong procedural safe guards for families
allowing them to be part of decision making, rather than the recipient of mandated services that may not
be in the best interest of their child. Finally, the courts have been clear that educational methodology
should be the responsibility of professional educators. This bill again mandates a multisensory phonetic
approach which may not be appropriate for some students. These educational decisions must remain with
professional educators and parents who know the needs of the students. '

Second, there are multiple avenues for children to receive reading instruction in our schools. Students
receive instruction through core curriculum, tiered systems of instructional support, Title programs, 504
plans, and special education. Dyslexia is already recognized under IDEA and 504. We do not need an
additional program mandated for Kansas Public Schools.

Third, writing a special law for a specific disability (dyslexia) is bad policy. This is a precedent that
would unnecessarily open the flood gates for every disability group to receive special consideration, thus
fragmenting our special education system.

Finally, the cost of this program is prohibitive. This bill impacts the universities with teacher training
programs, would require additional staff in our schools, and requires transportation to and services of
third party vendors. In these difficult fiscal times this is not a reasonable expenditure of public funds.
Thank you for the opportunity to share my concerns with you. 1 urge you not to support Senate Bill 44.

Respectfully Submitted, /\# 7& D
' - (

D‘. Jetinifer Barnhart
Director of Special Education K-12
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