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ASSOCIATION OF

- To: Chairman Mike Burgess and the House Govt. Efficiency Committee

From: v Commissioner John Miller, No‘rton County, on behalf of the KAC
Date: February 15, 2012 |
Re: HB 2725

COUNTIES

300 SW 8th Avenue
) 3rd Floor
Topeka, KS 66603-3912
785°272+2585
Fax 785°+272+3585

. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, my name is John Miller. | am a

Norton County Commissioner but | am here today to speak as the Legislative Policy
Committee Chair of the Kansas Association of Counties.

The Kansas Association of Counties opposes HB 2725, which would abolish the

Kansas Advisory Council on Intergovernmental Relations, or KACIR. While | have
never been a member of the KACIR, | have personally attended many KACIR
meetings, and have appreciated the council’s work to thoughtfully discuss the
many ways that various levels of government (i.e. state, counties, cities, townships,
unified school districts) intersect.

L

Rarely is it the case that any level of government has exclusive responsibility for
anything. For example, counties serve dual purposes as both an arm of state
government and as a local service provider. With the state, we have joint
responsibility for a variety of services such as transportation, mental health,
detention and corrections, and elections. But, we also share revenue sources such
as the property tax and sales tax authority. When we work together closely, all
levels of government benefit and most importantly, our citizens benefit.

In the past several years, the KACIR has developed a Tax Base Policy Evaluation
Guide which provides a way to evaluate whether a tax exemption or a tax credit
makes sense. After several hours of discussion, the KACIR released the Guide
which hopefully provides guidance to legislators and locally elected officials. The
KACIR, working with the Kansas Department of Revenue, also commissioned some
studies on tax policy issues such as progressivity & regressivity, tax incidence, and
related subjects which still provide useful information. The KACIR has even tackled
the often-controversial issue of consolidation, and suggested ways to eliminate
obstacles to consolidation while respecting the ability of jurisdictions to make their

~ own best decisions about whether or how to consolidate.

The KACIR was first established in 1969, then abolished in 1995, and re-created in
2002. Our Association wants government to work efficiently and effectively for
Kansans. For this to happen, we need to be on the same page as much as possible.
The KACIR is one way, and a relatively simple and low-cost way, to ensure that

. important intergovernmental discussions occur. For these reasons, we urge the

committee to table this bill, and allow the KACIR to continue its work.

Thank you for the opportunity to visit with you today about HB 2725.
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