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39-702. Definitions.	The	following	words	and	phrases	when	used	in	this	act	shall,	for
the	purposes	of	this	act,	have	the	meanings	respectively	ascribed	to	them	in	this
section:
(a) "Secretary"	means	the	secretary	for	children	and	families,	unless	otherwise
specified.
(b) "Applicants"	means	all	persons	who,	as	individuals,	or	in	whose	behalf	requests
are	made	of	the	secretary	for	aid	or	assistance.
(c) "Social	welfare	service"	may	include	such	functions	as	giving	assistance,	the
prevention	of	public	dependency,	and	promoting	the	rehabilitation	of	dependent
persons	or	those	who	are	approaching	public	dependency.
(d) "Assistance"	includes	such	items	or	functions	as	the	giving	or	providing	of
money,	food	assistance,	food,	clothing,	shelter,	medicine	or	other	materials,	the
giving	of	any	service,	including	instructive	or	scientific.	The	definitions	of	social
welfare	service	and	assistance	in	this	section	shall	be	deemed	as	partially	descriptive
and	not	limiting.
(e) "Temporary	assistance	to	needy	families"	means	financial	assistance	with	respect
to	or	on	behalf	of	a	dependent	child	or	dependent	children	and	includes	financial
assistance	for	any	month	to	meet	the	needs	of	the	relative	or	qualifying	caretaker
with	whom	any	dependent	child	is	living.
(f) "Medical	assistance"	means	the	payment	of	all	or	part	of	the	cost	of	necessary:	(1)
Medical,	remedial,	rehabilitative	or	preventive	care	and	services	that	are	within	the
scope	of	services	to	be	provided	under	a	medical	care	plan	developed	by	the	secretary
pursuant	to	this	act	and	furnished	by	health	care	providers	who	have	a	current
approved	provider	agreement	with	the	secretary;	and	(2)	transportation	to	obtain
care	and	services	that	are	within	the	scope	of	services	to	be	provided	under	a	medical
care	plan	developed	by	the	secretary	pursuant	to	this	act.
(g) "Dependent	children"	means	needy	children	under	the	age	of	18,	or	who	are
under	the	age	of	19	and	are	full-time	students	in	secondary	schools	or	the	equivalent
educational	program	who	are	in	the	care	of	a	biological	or	adoptive	parent,	court
appointed	guardian,	conservator	or	legal	custodian	and	who	are	living	with	any
relative,	including	first	cousins,	uncles,	aunts,	and	persons	of	preceding	generations
are	denoted	by	prefixes	of	grand,	great,	or	great-great,	and	including	the	spouses	or
former	spouses	of	any	persons	named	in	the	above	groups,	in	a	place	of	residence
maintained	by	one	or	more	of	such	relatives	as	their	own	home.
(h) "The	blind"	means	not	only	those	who	are	totally	and	permanently	devoid	of
vision,	but	also	those	persons	whose	vision	is	so	defective	as	to	prevent	the
performance	of	ordinary	activities	for	which	eyesight	is	essential.
(i) "Recipient"	means	a	person	who	has	received	assistance	under	the	terms	of	this
act.
(j) "Intake	office"	means	the	place	where	the	secretary	shall	maintain	an	office	for
receiving	applications.
(k) "Adequate	consideration"	means	consideration	equal,	or	reasonably	proportioned
to	the	value	of	that	for	which	it	is	given.
(l) "Title	IV-D"	means	part	D	of	title	IV	of	the	federal	social	security	act,	42	U.S.C.	§
651	et	seq.,	as	in	effect	on	May	1,	1997.
(m) "TANF	diversion	assistance"	means	a	one-time	voluntary	payment	option	in	lieu
of	ongoing	TANF	assistance.	The	diversion	payment	is	available	to	applicants	who
have	not	received	TANF	assistance	as	an	adult,	and	is	designed	to	meet	a	crisis	or
emergency	hardship	that	would	endanger	such	applicants'	ability	to	remain	employed
or	to	accept	an	offer	of	employment.	Any	household	that	includes	such	recipient
accepting	the	diversion	payment	is	ineligible	to	receive	on-going	TANF	assistance	for
12	months	after	receipt	of	the	diversion	payment.	Any	recipient	who	receives	a
diversion	payment	is	limited	to	18	months	of	TANF	cash	assistance	in	a	lifetime,
unless	such	recipient	shall	meet	a	hardship	criteria	as	defined	by	the	secretary.
(n) "Non-cooperation"	means	the	failure	of	the	applicant	or	recipient	to	comply	with
all	requirements	provided	in	state	and	federal	law,	rules	and	regulations	and	agency
policy.



History: L.	1937,	ch.	327,	§	2;	L.	1951,	ch.	288,	§	1;	L.	1953,	ch.	391,	§	34;	L.	1955,	ch.
236,	§	1;	L.	1957,	ch.	268,	§	1;	L.	1963,	ch.	255,	§	1;	L.	1967,	ch.	245,	§	1;	L.	1969,	ch.
226,	§	1;	L.	1973,	ch.	186,	§	2;	L.	1978,	ch.	159,	§	1;	L.	1981,	ch.	185,	§	1;	L.	1983,	ch.
143,	§	1;	L.	1997,	ch.	182,	§	68;	L.	2015,	ch.	42,	§	8;	L.	2016,	ch.	94,	§	1;	July	1.


