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Importance to Wildlife
 356 of 482 species of birds in Kansas use Cheyenne 

Bottoms
 Whooping cranes, least tern, black rail, piping plover

 Over 600,000 shorebirds stopped at Cheyenne 
Bottoms in 2022
 Estimated up to 45% of North America’s shorebirds stop 

at Cheyenne Bottoms

 Over 1.5 million waterfowl stopped at Cheyenne 
Bottoms in 2021-2022

 Wetland of International Importance, Globally 
Important Bird Area, Hemispheric Reserve





Economics
 1987 Economic Impact 

Study
 $1.8 million to Barton 

County, 
 $2.87 million to Kansas

 Around 60,000 visitors 
annually
 Recent study of an 

economic impact report 
on the tourism in 
Kansas, each contributes 
$200 per day
 $12 million annually



Hunter data
 Average 4,975 waterfowl 

hunter days annually
 USFWS estimates each 

spends $72.44 per day
 $360,389 annually

 2021-2022 Season
 52.89% out of state 

waterfowl hunters

 32 states

 5,790 waterfowl hunter 
days
 1,746 unique 

waterfowl hunters



Inlet System
 Over 21 miles long

 Series of 3 dams, pipes, 
creeks, and canals

 Inlet pipe from Arkansas 
River

 Started in 2013

 5 mile long pipeline

 Estimated $5,895,993



2018 Pittman-Robertson Grant
 $6 million

 $4.5 million PR funds
 $1.125 million KDWP fee funds
 $375,000 state waterfowl 

stamp
 Added DU donations, total 

$6.9 million
 Silt removal
 Pump replacement
 New pump station
 New office and shop
 Repair or replace water control 

structures
 New kiosks, campground, 

hunter access



Cheyenne bottoms is located in 

central kansas

  

Cheyenne Bottoms



Cheyenne Bottoms 41,000 Acre 
Drainage Basin

N

Blood 
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Deception 
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Cheyenne Bottoms Wildlife Area 
19,998 acres



Brief History
 Dissolution of subterranean 

salt beds
 Largest interior wetland in 

the United States
 Early development attempts

 Attempts to drain for 
farming

 Grand Lake Reservoir 
Company

 American Coursing Club
 Market hunting
 National Wildlife Refuge
 Bombing range in WWII



Brief History
 Pittman Robertson Act, 

1937

 Kansas began purchasing 
land for CHBW in 1942

 Completed CHBW in 1957

 Divided basin into 5 pools

 All paid for by sportsmen 

 $2.8 million



Brief History
 Mid 1990’s

 $17 million renovation

 2013 Arkansas River 
Pipeline

 2018 Pittman-Robertson 
Grant





Supplemental Water 
 25” average annual 

precipitation

 60” average evaporative 
loss

 1 year can not exceed 
37,960 Acre Feet

 Arkansas River (2427)

 18,185 Acre Feet

 Wet Walnut Creek (439)

 19,175 Acre Feet

 Dry Walnut Creek (39951)

 4,346 Acre Feet

 Staged Water Rights

 Blood Creek (39789)

 Deception Creek (40081)



Supplemental Water



15,482 acre feet in storage pools
14,323 acre feet in perimeter pools



Infrastucture
 14 submersible pumps

 4 propane pumps

 40 water control 
structures





Basic Water Management
 Spring

 Draw down perimeter pools
 Water in storage
 Hope to have storage pools as full as possible by end of spring

 Summer
 Storage
 Divert water
 Keep storage pools as full as possible

 Fall
 Flood perimeter pools
 Maintain levels

  Winter
 Maintain levels
 Begin draw downs late season



Outlet





Silt Removal
 Slowly silted in over the 

years

 Reduces ability to 
manage water

 Increase in cattails

 Expensive

 Time consuming



Cattail Control
 5,000 acres controlled in 

last 5 years

 Increase habitat for 
waterfowl and 
shorebirds

 Herbicides

 Prescribed Burning

 Discing



Habitat Improvements and 
Maintenance
 Habitat

 Prescribed burning
 Food plots
 Tree control

 Visitor Access
 19 parking lots
 13 boat ramps
 26 foot crossings
 3 vault toilets
 Free campground
 17 miles of roads
 177 islands



“Never have I seen together such quantities of 
swans, cranes, pelicans, geese and ducks, as 

were here.  The swamp was fairly covered with 
them, and they seemed to feel themselves so safe 

that I could have killed hundreds of them with 
the shot barrel of my double-

barreled weapon.”  Dr. Frederick A. Wislizenus, 
1839


