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Chair Baumgardner and Members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide
proponent testimony in support of House Bill 2138.

Based on 2021 data from KBOR and KSDE, only 30% of high school graduates that year went
to and were successful in a post-secondary institution.  That leaves 24,293 graduates without
any industry or business training or connection.  If we use an iceberg as a graphic, the visible
portion of the ice structure is the 30% of students who are going to succeed regardless of
circumstances.  If you look below the surface of the water, 70% of our graduates are in a
position of employment/success limbo for a multitude of reasons.
As of the development of this testimony, there are currently 62,330 job posts on Indeed.com
specifically in Kansas.  24,134 of those posts list an Industry-Sought certification as a part of the
hiring process. 39% of the total job posts request or require a certification.  According to a 2022
report on Coursera.com 77% of employers (nationwide) are already using or are actively
exploring skills-based hiring. 86% of employers surveyed say that earning a professional
certificate strengthens a candidate’s job application. Mirroring that, 86% of students agree that a
professional certificate will help them get a job.

Beginning in the Spring of 2022, we ran a pilot with 7 Public Schools and 1 Adult Learning
Center to test a concept that several Educators from rural Kansas believed would work to
address a few areas of concern.

1) Teacher Shortage across the state is hurting our education system.
2) Content Equity - students in rural areas are at a disadvantage for options.
3) Increase the ratio of Industry-Sought Certifications to HS students before they graduate.
4) Close the gap between districts and Professional Development to support areas 1-3.

The 7 Districts and 1 Learning Center have a total of 771 HS students and 117 adults that
participated in the pilot.  Using a collaboration of instructors from the pilot districts and an online
platform, we are able to address all 4 areas of concern. The pilot will conclude at the end of this
school year, with the majority of the certifications achieved by April 3rd.

Statistics on the current pilot to date:

771 students from 7 districts and 117 adults from 1 learning center participated in the pilot.
➢ 8,900 square miles of Kansas
➢ 30 of the certifications are listed on the Qualifying Credentials List
➢ 396 of the certifications are NOT on the list. They do meet industry need/demand.
➢ 426 Industry - Sought Certifications



➢ No outside funding sources for our pilot.
➢

➢ Collaboration with multiple post-secondary institutions including but not limited to GCCC,
Cowley, WSU Tech, Butler, and Barton County.

➢ A majority of these students with certifications have or will have by May 2023:
○ Met with an employer
○ Entered an Apprenticeship/Workforce
○ Connected with or entered Post-Secondary institutions

When we use the phrase “we are talking with Industry”, we are currently or soon to be directly
partnering with 19 businesses and organizations around Kansas and we will be adding more as
we go along.
During the time of quarantine, one of our districts, Stafford USD 349 had great success using
our concept.  HS Science did not miss a beat and the projects were completed.  It is also
important to note that Stafford also had a 100% graduation rate in 2020.

This pilot and successes have given rise to the ROOTS System.  (Rural Occupation Opportunity
and Teaching Solutions).  High School and Post-Secondary in our PLC will be sitting at the table
with B & I to find out what they need so we can support them on a semi-annual/annual basis.
We will also be in direct connection with our Area Workforce Centers in the regions where we
have participating districts to be able to adjust as needed.

Finally, it is important to note that in HB 2138, specifically lines 24-28, the notion of local control
is essential for a successful outcome.  Statewide approved lists are fine. They give us an overall
picture of needs in the state.  Local control allows school districts and post-secondary in a
specific geographic area of Kansas to quickly adjust to the needs of business and industry in
that region.  We are proud of the business and industrial diversity we have here in Kansas. Let’s
also be proud of our ability to adjust locally to the needs of our individual communities.

I will be glad to stand for questions.



List of Partnership Organizations
Initial Interest List 2021-2023

Kansas Safety Training Center
Wichita Workforce Center (Area IV)
Berry Equipment
Holman Logistics
Sedgwick Co Health Department
Harper Industries
Certiport
Xello
WSU Tech
Flint Hills Tech
Cowley
NW KS Tech
Kansas Hospital Association
Stafford Hospital (?)
Salina Regional Medical Center
Legend Senior Living
Emporia Chamber of Commerce
AGC of Kansas
Electrical Training Alliance
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Unofficial Pilot -Student Certification Counts 22.xlsx ESSDACK Pilot

2/13/2023

School Dist Deerfield Kingman
-Norwich Stafford Lyons

ESSDACK
Haysville
Learning

Cafe

Kinsley Burrton Western
Plains

Adobe

Auto Tech 50 Hour

AWS

Basic Life Support
Beef Quality Assurance

Blueprint Reading

CMA

CNA
CPR/First Aid

Early Childhood
FANUC Level 1

Note: A majority of these students have
or will have met with an employer or

postsecondary representa�ve by the end
of this school year (2022-2023). These

cer�fica�ons are in line with their Career
interest as per their IPS.

Forkli� Safety
MS Access

MS Cer�fied Solu�ons
MS Excel

MS Expert
MS Powerpoint

MS Specialist
MS Word

NC3 Angle Measurement
 NC3 Caliper Measurment

NC3 Dial Gage
NC3 Gage Measurement Other Nota�ons:  (Industry Sought Cer�fica�ons)
NC3 Head, Eye, and Face

Protec�on Deefield:
NC3 Hearing Protec�on Stafford: 

NC3 Micrometer ESSDACK-Haysville:
NC3 Slide Caliper

NC3 Tape and Rule
Measurement
NCCER Carp L1

OSHA 10
Para Pro

Phlebotomy
Python

ServSafe -Food Han.
WorkKeys

Totals: Deerfield Kingman
-Norwich Stafford Lyons

ESSDACK
Learning
Centers

Kinsley Burrton Western
Plains

Total Cer�fica�ons
from Unofficial

Pilot:

Timeframe: January 2022-May 2023 Cer�fica�ons on this list have been completed or are projected to be completed by May 2023

2

2*

5 1

5 5 3 5
4

1

1

1 1 2 4 3 3
8 6
1

5 2
3 2

9 2
2

13 2
6

20
11
20 2

1
1
1
1

1

1 30 out of 56 HS students have received Cer�fica�ons
1
1

1

3
6 19 6 67
1 0 5 3

2
1

49 14 9
14 43 17

28 152 66 66 10 93 5 6

* 10 hours of a 50 hour cer�fica�on completed so far

28 cer�fica�on between 8 Seniors

(Adult Education) 75% of graduates (2020-2023) 
have post-diploma success.

426



Career development The 20 Most-Requested Certi�cations by Employers

The 20 Most-Requested Certi�cations
by Employers
Jane Kellogg Murray
Updated October 26, 2022
Published October 28, 2020
Jane Kellogg Murray is a content operations manager for Indeed. A former magazine editor now based in
Vermont, she particularly enjoys helping others �nd ful�lling remote work opportunities through Indeed’s
Career Guide.

12 Online Certi�cations to Boost Your Resume & Career | Indeed Career Tips12 Online Certi�cations to Boost Your Resume & Career | Indeed Career Tips

Career Guide

https://www.indeed.com/?from=gnav-career-guide--career-guide-webapp
https://www.indeed.com/?from=gnav-career-guide--career-guide-webapp
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/author/jane-kellogg-murray
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?hashtags=careertips&hashtags=jobsearchtips&hashtags=careeradvice&text=The%2020%20Most-Requested%20Certifications%20by%20Employers%20%7C%20Learn%20about%2020%20of%20the%20most%20requested%20certifications%20by%20employers%20in%20Indeed%20postings.&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.indeed.com%2Fcareer-advice%2Fcareer-development%2Fmost-popular-certifications-2020%3Futm_campaign%3Dearnedsocial%253Acareerguide%253Asharetwitter%253AUS%26utm_content%3DThe%252020%2520Most-Requested%2520Certifications%2520by%2520Employers%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dtwitter&via=indeed
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.indeed.com%2Fcareer-advice%2Fcareer-development%2Fmost-popular-certifications-2020%3Futm_campaign%3Dearnedsocial%253Acareerguide%253Asharelinkedin%253AUS%26utm_content%3DThe%252020%2520Most-Requested%2520Certifications%2520by%2520Employers%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dlinkedin
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?hashtag=&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.indeed.com%2Fcareer-advice%2Fcareer-development%2Fmost-popular-certifications-2020%3Futm_campaign%3Dearnedsocial%253Acareerguide%253Asharefacebook%253AUS%26utm_content%3DThe%252020%2520Most-Requested%2520Certifications%2520by%2520Employers%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Dfacebook
mailto:?body=Check%20out%20this%20article%20I%20found%20on%20Career%20Guide%3A%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.indeed.com%2Fcareer-advice%2Fcareer-development%2Fmost-popular-certifications-2020%3Futm_campaign%3Dearnedsocial%253Acareerguide%253Ashareemail%253AUS%26utm_content%3DThe%252020%2520Most-Requested%2520Certifications%2520by%2520Employers%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_source%3Ddirect&subject=The%2020%20Most-Requested%20Certifications%20by%20Employers%20-%20Indeed%20Career%20Guide
https://messages.indeed.com/?from=gnav-util-career-guide--career-guide-webapp&gnavTK=1go9udgv9k256801&tk=91a31da0-d47f-4cd5-a33c-685adf618413&co=US&hl=en
https://www.indeed.com/notifications?from=gnav-util-career-guide--career-guide-webapp&gnavTK=1go9udgv9k256801&tk=91a31da0-d47f-4cd5-a33c-685adf618413&hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ft8R1LuC1Xg


Video: 12 Online Certi�cations to Boost Your Resume & Career

In this video, we explore 12 top online certi�cations to improve your skills and
boost your resume including CPR / First Aid, Foreign Language, Leadership,
Business Analyst and more.

There’s no shortage of certi�cations you can earn to advance your quali�cations in a
particular trade or skill. As millions of Americans are looking for work—having the right
certi�cation can be the edge that sets you apart from other candidates.

In this article, we list the top 20 certi�cations mentioned by employers in their Indeed job
postings, and we include common requirements and job opportunities for each.

Top job searches near you

View more jobs on Indeed

In-demand certi�cations
While many of the most in-demand certi�cations are healthcare-oriented, you'll also �nd in-
demand tech, warehouse and hospitality credentials. Here are the certi�cations most
frequently included in new job postings in recent years:

Show Transcript

Part time jobs

Full time jobs

Work from home jobs

Hiring immediately jobs

https://www.indeed.com/?from=careerguidepromo-US
https://www.indeed.com/jobs?from=careerguidepromo-US&q=part%20time
https://www.indeed.com/jobs?from=careerguidepromo-US&q=full%20time
https://www.indeed.com/jobs?from=careerguidepromo-US&q=work%20from%20home
https://www.indeed.com/jobs?from=careerguidepromo-US&q=hiring%20immediately


1. CPR certi�cation
It might come as no surprise that CPR (shorthand for cardiopulmonary resuscitation)
training is the most commonly requested certi�cation from employers. This certi�cation
from the American Heart Association or the Red Cross can be useful in pursuing a variety of
job opportunities, even when you aren’t a medical professional or entrusted with caring for
others. Many states require public school teachers to know CPR, If you work in a public-
facing role, such as in a restaurant or hotel, companies can bene�t from having a CPR-
certi�ed employee on sta� should the need arise. Unlike many other certi�cations, there
are no age or education requirements to take a CPR course.

Related career paths:

Lifeguard

EMT

Read more: The Top 9 Medical Certi�cations You Need and Why

2. BLS certi�cation
Certi�cation for basic life support is available through organizations like the American Red
Cross or the American Heart Association and can demonstrate your ability to give
fundamental care in emergencies. The certi�cation process includes attending an
accredited BLS class, completing training and passing an exam. Unlike CPR certi�cation, BLS
certi�cation is designed for �rst responders and healthcare professionals, although there
are several professions that might require certi�cation that’s more advanced than the
standard CPR course. In addition to teaching participants how to use life-saving equipment
often found at hospitals and other healthcare facilities, BLS also emphasizes the importance
of working in teams in emergency situations.

Related career paths:

Licensed practical nurse

Ultrasound technician

Surgical technician

Radiation therapist

3. Certi�ed nursing assistant

https://www.indeed.com/certifications/view/cardiopulmonary-resuscitation-cpr-certification-TKZIN3HF
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-lifeguard-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/how-to-become-an-emt
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/medical-certifications
https://www.indeed.com/certifications/view/basic-life-support-bls-certification-PH3OLDZV
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-licensed-practical-nurse-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-an-ultrasound-technician-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-surgical-technician-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-radiation-therapist-do
https://www.indeed.com/certifications/view/cna-UI3PN5CO


To work as a certi�ed nursing assistant (CNA) in the U.S., you are required to become
certi�ed in the state in which you intend to work. While each state has a unique process for
becoming certi�ed, the credential typically requires you to attend an accredited certi�ed
nursing training program and pass an exam. The CNA certi�cation exam includes a written
portion with multiple-choice questions and a clinical portion where you have to perform
tasks that showcase your skills, such as knowing how to assist a patient with their bedpan
or changing sheets while a patient is still lying in their hospital bed.

Related career paths:

Nursing assistant

Patient care technician

Resident assistant

Read more: Your Guide to a CNA Career: How To Obtain CNA Certi�cations

4. ASE certi�cation
Automotive Service Excellence certi�cations are the industry standard for testing a
mechanic’s skills. The National Institute for Automotive Service Excellence provides a
number of certi�cations to protect auto technicians, shop owners and consumers by
ensuring a mechanic's abilities. ASE certi�cation tests cover most aspects of the automotive
industry, from Automobile and Light Truck Certi�cation to Transit Bus Certi�cation.

Technicians are required to have two years of on-the-job training or a two-year degree in
automotive repair plus one year of on-the-job training in order to take an exam. Related
jobs like service advisors are not required to have an ASE certi�cation, but several optional
certi�cations can make a candidate more attractive to hiring managers and increase their
earning potential.

Related career paths:

Auto mechanic

Service advisor

Diesel mechanic

5. ACLS certi�cation

https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-nursing-assistant-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-patient-care-technician-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-resident-assistant-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/cna-certifications
https://www.indeed.com/certifications/view/ase-certification-KH4IQ3D2
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-an-auto-mechanic-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-service-advisor-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/how-to-become-a-diesel-mechanic
https://www.indeed.com/certifications/view/advanced-cardiovascular-life-support-acls-certification-XLUDY6OQ


Advanced Cardiac Life Support certi�cation trains professionals in the urgent treatment of
cardiac arrest, stroke, myocardial infarction (also known as a heart attack) and other life-
threatening emergencies relating to the heart and blood vessels. Only quali�ed medical
providers can be certi�ed in administering ACLS, as it requires the ability to manage
someone’s airway, initiate vascular access, read and interpret electrocardiograms and
understand emergency pharmacology. Nurse practitioners, respiratory therapists, and
other emergency responders may be required to take this training from accredited
organizations like the American Heart Association.

Related career paths:

Labor and delivery nurse

Telemetry nurse

Emergency nurse practitioner

6. First aid certi�cation
The term “�rst aid” is relatively broad, but essentially, it refers to the primary (or �rst) aid
given to individuals su�ering from both minor and life-threatening conditions. So while CPR
and BLS skills both broadly fall into the category of �rst aid, they are not synonymous. First
aid certi�cation classes cover additional skills that the more common certi�cation classes
don’t, such as how to give stitches for deep cuts, address minor injuries or even identify and
respond to broken bones. It provides the necessary tools and knowledge so you can
con�dently react during a crisis before medical professionals arrive. This type of certi�cation
can be achieved in one to two days and can be earned in-person or online.

Related career paths:

Babysitter

Direct support professional

Paramedic

Read more: 10 In-Demand Career Certi�cations You Need Now and How To Achieve
Them

7. ServSafe certi�cations
ServSafe’s certi�cate programs teach about a variety of food and hospitality topics, such as
cleanliness standards, foodborne illnesses, how to manage food allergies, food preparation

https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/finding-a-job/labor-and-delivery-nurse
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/finding-a-job/telemetry-unit
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/finding-a-job/emergency-nurse-practitioner
https://www.indeed.com/certifications/view/first-aid-certification-BGNXRUU5
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/how-to-become-certified-babysitter
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-direct-support-professional-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-paramedic-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/certifications-in-demand
https://www.indeed.com/certifications/view/servsafe-certification-NDUXG5EZ


and proper storage. Some states require waiters to be certi�ed in the safe handling of food,
and if they serve alcohol, they are required to take a separate certi�cation for the safe sale
of alcoholic beverages. ServSafe’s classes are o�ered both in-person and online. Following
the course, participants must pass a multiple-choice exam.

ServSafe’s certi�cation programs were essential before the COVID-19 pandemic to help
prevent the spread of other illnesses, but the training has become even more vital this year
for food handlers. After the pandemic forced restaurants across the country to close in the
spring, ServSafe began o�ering free COVID-19 precaution training, delivery and takeout
training videos, and reopening guidelines with tips for how to de-escalate con�icts with
patrons regarding state mandates.

Related career paths:

Caterer

Restaurant server

Restaurant manager

Service manager

8. Certi�ed medical assistant
A certi�ed medical assistant (CMA) is a medical professional who assists nurses and
physicians in a variety of healthcare facilities, such as doctors' o�ces, clinics, rehabilitation
centers and hospitals. A CMA needs a certi�cation that has been approved by the American
Association of Medical Assistants. Typically, medical assistants complete an accredited
program and earn certi�cation before entering the �eld, but in some instances, employers
are willing to hire medical assistants while they are still pursuing their education.

Related career paths:

Certi�ed medical assistant

9. Scrum master certi�cation
Scrum is a framework for managing a complex project, usually software development. The
Scrum Alliance o�ers an entry-level credential—Certi�ed Scrum Master—to give
professionals getting started as Scrum practitioners an understanding of the project
management methodology.

https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-caterer-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-restaurant-server-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-restaurant-manager-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-service-manager-do
https://www.indeed.com/certifications/view/certified-medical-assistant-cma-TCOTT573
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/how-to-become-a-certified-medical-assistant
https://www.indeed.com/certifications/view/certified-scrum-master-csm-5LPEQFYS


The course includes two days of training taught by a Certi�ed Scrum Trainer, but it’s helpful
to familiarize yourself with the basic principles of Scrum theory beforehand. Consult the
Scrum Foundations eLearning Series, read the Scrum Guide and go through the Agile
Manifesto to study before enrollment. During the course, your CST explains all aspects of
the Scrum framework, including key concepts like events, roles and artifacts that assist in
organizing and supporting a Scrum team.

After the two-day course, participants need to pass the 50-question CSM exam and accept
the license agreement to become a Certi�ed Scrum Master with a two-year membership in
Scrum Alliance. You must also demonstrate your participation and continued pro�ciency by
earning Scrum Education Units. You can earn these points by o�ering your Scrum master
services for free in the community, attending events and demonstrating your ongoing
education.

Related career paths:

Scrum master

Operations coordinator

Project coordinator

10. PALS certi�cation
Pediatric Advanced Life Support, or PALS, is a certi�cation for professionals who want to
work in facilities that specialize in the care of infants, children and adolescents. Certi�cation
from accredited organizations like the American Heart Association or the Red Cross shows
competency in the skills needed to care for seriously ill or injured children. Before enrolling
in a PALS course, you should already be certi�ed in BLS.

Related career paths:

Licensed practical nurse

Emergency nurse practitioner

Licensed vocational nurse

11. Forklift certi�cation
Much like having a driver’s license is required before you can drive, certi�cation by the
Occupational Safety Health Administration is required before you can drive a forklift. Forklift

https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/how-to-become-a-scrum-master
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-an-operations-coordinator-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-project-coordinator-do
https://www.indeed.com/certifications/view/pediatric-advanced-life-support-pals-certification-2DCFVIYP
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-licensed-practical-nurse-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/finding-a-job/emergency-nurse-practitioner
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-an-lvn-do
https://www.indeed.com/certifications/view/forklift-certification-YB2VGW3M


operators move large or heavy objects around warehouses, storage facilities and
construction sites. Training helps prevent accidents, such as overturned forklifts and injuries
to you and other employees around you.

OSHA safety guidelines, employer requirements and worker rights vary from state to state,
but the certi�cation process typically involves several days of in-person or online learning
and hands-on training, as well as an exam. In-person training typically costs between $150
and $200, while online courses can cost as little as $50. Since employers are required to
have certi�ed forklift operators, some companies might pay for your training.

You should receive training related to the type of forklift you will be operating. This might
include sit-down, stand-up, counterbalance and other forklift types. Find an OSHA-approved
training program through your employer, forklift dealers, local community colleges or
vocational schools.

Related career paths:

Receiving clerk

Warehouse worker

Groundskeeper

Read more: Forklift Operator Certi�cation: How To Get Forklift Certi�ed

12. BC/BE
Being board certi�ed / board eligible in medicine refers to a physician who has completed
residency but hasn't yet passed their board exam. Residency typically lasts for three to �ve
years after medical school, where physicians receive training in a medical specialty like
pediatrics, surgery or internal medicine. At the end of your residency training, passing an
exam administered by the American Board of Medical Specialties results in board
certi�cation in that particular specialty.

The ABMS does not permit physicians to be “board eligible” for their entire careers. After
�nishing an approved residency, you will need to pass the board exam within a few years.
Physicians can be board certi�ed in several specialties or subspecialties (such as both
pediatrics and pediatric intensive care).

Related career paths:

Neurologist

https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-receiving-clerk-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-warehouse-worker-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-groundskeeper-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/forklift-operator-certification
https://www.indeed.com/certifications/view/board-certified-board-eligible-bcbe-HNTFTXCR
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-neurologist-do


Behavior analyst

Neurosurgeon

13. PMP certi�cation
The Project Management Professional certi�cation is o�ered by the Project Management
Institute for project managers. Unlike other certi�cations, the PMP is global, and it serves to
connect project managers worldwide.

Though a four-year degree isn’t required to take the PMP exam, you will need more
experience in the �eld in lieu of one. Regardless of education level, 35 hours of project
management education is required before taking the PMP exam. The experience
requirements for each education level vary, but the 200-question exam costs $405 to $555.
PMP certi�cation isn’t always a requirement, but it can o�er an advantage over other job
candidates as it gives employers con�dence in your knowledge and project management
skills.

Related career paths:

Senior project manager

Project engineer

Marketing director

Read more: All About the PMP Certi�cation: De�nition, Requirements and Tips

14. Child development associate certi�cation
The Council for Professional Recognition o�ers a Child Development Associate certi�cate.
You can get this credential by completing the required coursework, gaining work experience
and demonstrating your skills in a work setting. They must also pass an exam and renew
their license every three years. Requirements vary by state and the type of work
environment; for example, public schools often have stricter requirements than private
daycare facilities. In addition to this professional credential, teachers and childcare
providers typically also need �rst aid and CPR certi�cations.

Related career paths:

Preschool teacher

Childcare provider

https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-bcba-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-neurosurgeon-do
https://www.indeed.com/certifications/view/pmp-TK44RD4O
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-senior-project-manager-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-project-engineer-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-marketing-director-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/pmp-certification
https://www.indeed.com/certifications/view/child-development-associate-cda-certification-UD4JXQXM
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-preschool-teacher-do
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/careers/what-does-a-childcare-provider-do


Teacher assistant

15. ARRT certi�cation
Certi�cation with the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists can provide radiation
therapists with more job opportunities and higher earning potential in a variety of
specialties. Because they work with radiation and X-rays, radiation therapists are required to
have this specialized training before they can work in a hospital or clinic.

These certi�cation programs teach how to administer cancer treatments, monitor patients'
conditions and maintain accurate records. Anatomy, dosing and how to use imaging
technology to deliver radiation are all part of the coursework, but students also learn how
to communicate and interact with nervous or anxious patients to make the treatment
process comfortable. The radiation therapy exam is a 200-question computer-based test
that can take up to four hours to complete.

To be eligible for ARRT certi�cation, you need a high school degree and at least an associate
degree in radiation therapy or a related �eld from an accredited program. Your degree does
not have to be in radiologic sciences, though that can o�er a good foundation for
certi�cation.

Related career paths:

MRI technician

X-ray technician

Radiation therapist

Read more: 10 Six-Month Certi�cate Programs That Lead to High-Paying Jobs

16. Pharmacy Technician certi�cation
Pharmacy technicians can be certi�ed by the Pharmacy Technician Certi�cation Board or the
National Healthcareer Association. Both certi�cation programs require applicants to have at
least a high school education and to have completed an accredited pharmacy technology
program. You can �nd these training programs at community colleges and vocational
schools, and they typically take a year or less.

Pharmacy technician programs teach students about recordkeeping, basic math,
pharmaceutical laws, ethics, medical terms and insurance. They might also provide students
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with direct experience in a pharmacy setting. You might be eligible, however, if you already
have at least 500 hours of experience as a pharmacy technician.

The exam is computer-based and includes 90-100 questions on pharmacology, medication
safety, quality assurance, patient services, inventory management, pharmacy laws, billing,
information systems and compounding. Specialized pharmacy technician certi�cations—
such as sterile product, chemo and compounding certi�cations—can help you advance your
career.

Related career paths:

Pharmacy technician

Read more: How To Become a Pharmacy Technician

17. NRP certi�cation
O�ered by the American Academy of Pediatrics, the Neonatal Resuscitation Program
certi�cation is designed for neonatal nurses and uses a blended learning approach to teach
the basics of neonatal resuscitation. It includes online tests and hands-on case-based
simulations that focus on communication, critical leadership and teamwork skills.

NRP certi�cation is a basic requirement for neonatal nurses, but if you want to specialize
within the �eld, become a more competitive candidate for positions or advance in your
career, you might also consider additional certi�cations, such as pediatric transport or
electronic fetal monitoring.

Related career paths:

Neonatal nurse

Neonatal nurse practitioner

Obstetrical nurse

18. Home health aide certi�cation
Accredited organizations like the National Association for Home Care and Hospice o�er
home health aide certi�cation to show a professional’s basic medical skills for home-bound
patients, such as administering medications, dressing wounds, checking blood pressure and
heart rates, and other activities that require a level of competence in using medical
instruments and procedures. The course emphasizes how to provide emotional support for
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patients as well as how to prevent the spread of infectious diseases. Candidates must
complete at least 75 hours of training and pass a written exam to earn HHA certi�cation.

Related career paths:

Respite worker

Home health aide

Caregiver

19. CompTIA Security+ certi�cation
This CompTIA certi�cation is a network security certi�cation for professionals in entry-level
information security roles. Security+ provides a baseline for performing essential security
functions, such as managing risk, cryptography, identifying threats and working with
network components.

CompTIA suggests having two years of experience in the �eld with a focus on security as
well as the Network+ certi�cation before enrolling in the Security+ course. The 90-minute
test for the Security+ certi�cation has a combination of performance-based and multiple-
choice questions.

Related career paths:

Computer technician

IT director

Chief information o�cer

20. CISSP
Becoming a certi�ed information systems security professional is recommended for
information security professionals who already have a few years of experience. CISSP is
arguably the most popular network security certi�cation, o�ered by the International
Information Systems Security Certi�cation Consortium (ISC)². It is a globally recognized
certi�cation for information security professionals.

CISSP requires candidates to have a minimum of a college degree (or an accepted
alternative credential) and four years of relevant work experience or a minimum of �ve
years of relevant experience. When trying to decide on the network security certi�cations
that are right for you, consider the unique features and price points of these top security
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certi�cations as well as your career path. Certi�cations like CISSP can be a boost to your
resume for managerial roles in the cybersecurity industry.

Related career paths:

Intelligence analyst

Cybersecurity analyst

Chief technology o�cer
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