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SAS ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE PLAN
Every 65 seconds someone in the United States develops 
Alzheimer’s disease (when the terms “Alzheimer’s” or 
“Alzheimer’s disease” are used in this report, they should be
understood as “Alzheimer’s disease or other dementias” unless 
otherwise indicated).
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Dementia is an umbrella term for a decline in mental abilities severe enough to interfere
with usual activities of daily life. 

Alzheimer’s and other types of dementia and their characteristics are listed in Appendix A. 

The most important dementia risk factors are ones we cannot change: age, family history and 
heredity. However, evidence acquired through research suggests there may be other factors 
we can influence. 

The majority of individuals with Alzheimer's are age 65 years and older, but it is not just a 
disease of old age as approximately 200,000 Americans younger than 65 years have younger-
onset Alzheimer’s disease.
KANSAS ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE PLAN
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In fact, there are 54,000 Kansans age 65 years and older living with the disease. 

It is estimated that number will increase to 62,000 by the year 2025.  

Alzheimer’s is the sixth leading cause of death in all Kansans. 

There are also about 151,000 caregivers and family members in Kansas who provide care and 
support for someone with the disease.AS ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE PLAN
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In response to this public health care crisis, in May 2019 Governor Laura Kelly signed
Executive Order No. 19-08, Establishing the Kansas Alzheimer’s Disease Task Force.

Page 2 “It shall be the duty of the Task Force to:”

Assess the current and future impact of Alzheimer’s disease on residents of the
State of Kansas;

Examine the existing industries, services, and resources addressing the needs of persons
with Alzheimer’s, their families, and caregivers; and

Develop a strategy to mobilize a state response to this public health crisis.SE PLAN
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1. 
KEY RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  

1.  The Task Force recommends the creation of a state Alzheimer’s Disease Advisory Council with renewable two 
year terms to monitor and report progress/needs and to describe barriers to the implementation of state plan 
goals and objectives.

2.  Introduce legislation which would make those under 60 years of age in Kansas with younger-onset Alzheimer's 
or other dementias qualify for services and supports in the Senior Care Act.

3. The State of Kansas should create a website that provides a central entry point to link to existing information and 
resources on Alzheimer’s and other dementias.

4. Family Caregiver Training – Create a tax incentive for family caregivers once they complete the training course 
successfully and obtain a certificate of competition. A state-endorsed program and incentives would expand 
caregiver’s knowledge and skill sets for this very special and challenging circumstances.
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5.  Require training of Adult Protective Services (APS) workers and law enforcement personnel regarding the 
recognition of individuals with cognitive impairment, effective intervention in cases involving the abuse and 
exploitation of individuals who are cognitively impaired, and securing the safety of abused and exploited individuals
with dementia.

6. Provide funding for Alzheimer’s specific respite programs at appropriate levels, regardless of an individual’s age 
or financial status by increasing funding of Area Agencies on Aging so as to assist in dementia caregiver services.
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1.  The Task Force recommends the creation of a state Alzheimer’s Disease 
Advisory Council with renewable two year terms to monitor and report 
progress/needs and to describe barriers to the implementation of state plan 
goals and objectives.

KDADS Response:  KDADS supports the creation of the Kansas Senior Care Task 
Force. 

9

1. 



Alzheimer’s Plan – Recommendations  

10

2. Introduce legislation which would make those under 60 years of age in 
Kansas with younger-onset Alzheimer's or other dementias qualify for services 
and supports in the Senior Care Act

KDADS Response:  KDADS high-level estimate indicates the SCA program would 
need to double to meet this recommendation.
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3. The State of Kansas should create a website that provides a central entry point to 
link to existing information and resources on Alzheimer’s and other dementias.

KDADS Response:  KDADS acknowledges and supports the need to increase 
awareness. KDADS is currently in the process of adding Alzheimer’s information and 
resources to our website including links to other organizations. 
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4. Family Caregiver Training – Create a tax incentive for family caregivers once 
they complete the training course successfully and obtain a certificate of 
competition. A state-endorsed program and incentives would expand 
caregiver’s knowledge and skill sets for this very special and challenging 
circumstances.

KDADS Response: Currently the Older Americans Act (OAA) service taxonomy 
allows for group and individual caregiver training.  
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5. Require training of Adult Protective Services (APS) workers and law 
enforcement personnel regarding the recognition of individuals with cognitive 
impairment, effective intervention in cases involving the abuse and exploitation 
of individuals who are cognitively impaired, and securing the safety of abused 
and exploited individuals with dementia.

KDADS Response:  KDADS’s Aging Services team works with the DCF APS experts, 
frequently.  We will continue to coordinate with them on this recommendation. 
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6.  Provide funding for Alzheimer’s specific respite programs at appropriate levels, 
regardless of an individual’s age or financial status by increasing funding of Area 
Agencies on Aging so as to assist in dementia caregiver services.

KDADS Response: KDADS’s taxonomy allows for Alzheimer’s support services which 
can include respite. The AAAs can choose how they spend their OAA Supportive 
Services (Title IIIB) allocation based on the needs of their communities. KDADS 
requires AAAs to provide respite services under the Family Caregiver Support 
Program. To expand the Senior Care Act eligibility to include those individuals under 
the age of 60 who have younger onset Alzheimer’s or other dementias to allow more 
respite services options, KDADS estimates a doubling of the current funding. 


