
October 7, 2021 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, 

On behalf of the Kansas Beer Wholesalers Association (KBWA), thank you for this 
opportunity to testify before you today on matters related to liquor law modernization. I am 
Jason Watkins and I have the honor of serving as the executive director of the KBW A. The 
KBW A membership consists of 24 different and independent beer wholesalers serving every 
community in Kansas. These are Kansans employing Kansans, while also collecting taxes for 
the state, ensuring a safe supply of product and they are the critical component in insuring a 
competitive alcohol market place. 

The Three-Tier System is Working 

Debbi Beavers, Director of the Kansas Alcoholic Beverage Control, did a great job 
detailing the three-tier system utilized in Kansas. Therefore, out of respect for your time, I will 
not provide another overview. However, it is important that I reaffirm to you that the system is 
the best alcohol marketplace model in the world and its stated goals and objectives are being 
met. Consumers have more choice than ever. Pricing is competitive. Kansans are not dying 
from drinking counterfeit alcohol as the system ensures a safe supply of product - something 
that cannot be taken for granted as the deaths of Americans in Mexico has proven. Taxes are 
being collected and those taxes are substantial. Finally, the system has shown to be an incredible 
economic driver as the state now has more breweries and distilleries than at any time in its 
history. The three-tier system is not just promoting temperance and ensuring taxes are collected, 
it is fostering economic growth and creating jobs and prosperity. 

Beer Distributors Deliver Economic Value to the State of Kansas 

Every Kansas community is served by and benefits from their local beer distributors. 
The state currently has 46 beer distributor facilities, where 1,136 Kansans work and earn good 
wages and are provided excellent benefits. Wages paid by beer distributors in the state total 
$87.8M annually. In addition, beer distribution activities result in $89M in collected federal, 
state, and local taxes. All things considered the total economic impact provided by beer 
distributors is $516. 8M . 

. Beer distributors do not just employ members of their communities, they are active 
participants and are some of the most generous community benefactors. Kansas benefits from 
the charitable contributions made, but the state also benefits economically from the profits of this 
industry staying in Kansas. 
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