
Healthcare Stabilization Fund Legislative Oversight Committee 

112 North State House 

Topeka, Kansas 66612 

 

November 16, 2021 

Dear Chairman Kleeb & HCSF Committee Members,   

I am submitting testimony in response to the July 1, 2021 closure of New Birth Company Kansas City in Wyandotte 

County and the lack of malpractice options available to Certified Nurse Midwives and Kansas KDHE Licensed Maternity 

Centers.* 

The malpractice carrier servicing Certified Nurse Midwife and Maternity Center businesses notified New Birth Company 

they will no longer serve our business as of July 1, 2021.  Specifically, the company does not cover Certified Nurse 

Midwives not employed by Physicians and are no longer covering Maternity Centers.  

As of this date, there are no Kansas Department of Insurance admitted companies that provide malpractice coverage to 

our business other than the Availability Fund.  The list on the HCSF website is misleading.  Companies have found it cost 

efficient to continue admitted status without having to underwrite policies.  There are two large companies, General 

Star and Liberty Mutual interested in serving our business, but decline having their business models dictated by the 

Department of Insurance’s requirements as they exist today.  New Birth Company and its Certified Nurse Midwives 

have zero malpractice claims over our 11-year history.   

The crisis in lack of free-market malpractice options is compounded by the absence of “Maternity Centers” in the KDHE 

Health Care Facilities and Healthcare Provider Insurance statutes.  Other than operating without coverage, we were left 

with no options other than a New Birth Company Defined Health Provider utilizing the Availability Plan ownership 

provision to purchase the facility malpractice coverage required by KanCare and Commercial Healthcare Insurance 

companies for maternity care facilities.    

A fair question is; why does the inclusion of maternity centers in the healthcare stabilization fund matter?  A goal of the 

legislature is to support a competitive and free market for businesses to operate with the least amount of direct 

government assistance.  New Birth Company is one of the dwindling number of entrepreneur providers serving Kan 

Care Medicaid members.  Regulatory requirements are preventing the free market from serving Kansas providers.  We 

are a canary in the malpractice coal mine.  

My request for the HCSF Oversight Committee is to consider the following;   

1. Support or remain neutral on the addition of Maternity Centers to the Healthcare Provider Insurance statute.   

2. Assign a task force representing providers, brokers, underwriters, the Healthcare Stabilization Fund, KaMMCo 

and the Department of Insurance to present policy and regulatory options to the committee to increase access 

and lower the cost of obtaining malpractice insurance for all providers, inclusive of APRN and KDHE licensed 

facility businesses.   

 



Sincerely,  

 

 

Kendra Wyatt, BSIE 

Chief Executive Officer & Co-Founder 

New Birth Company 

9209 West 110th ST #36 

Overland Park, Kansas 66210 

(m) 816-210-8964 

 
Changes needed to add Maternity Center to the HCSF 
 
KSA 40-3401(f) – the definition of health care provider in the statutes governing the HCSF.  Add Maternity Centers.  
 
 
*The term “Maternity Centers” has been used to reflect Kansas statute where as “Birth Centers” is more commonly 

used in public and healthcare settings. Birth Centers are recognized as a primary American Level of maternity care and 

is a federally mandated Medicaid service.  

 



 

 

 


