
Good Morning, 

My name is LTG (R) Perry Wiggins and I’m the Executive Director of the 
Governor’s Military Council. I’m here today to submit testimony on behalf of the 
Gold Star Memorial Fundraising Committee for our request to place a permanent 
memorial honoring Gold Star families on the Veterans’ Walk.   

First, I’d like to start with a little bit of information on what exactly a Gold Star 
Family is. A Gold Star Family is the immediate family of a fallen service member 
who died while serving in a time of conflict. We as a nation and a state owe these 
families a special debt for the service and sacrifice they have shown.  

Kansas is one of the only states that does not have a Gold Star Family memorial 
on Statehouse grounds. We would like to see that change. There have been 
multiple public inquiries about the lack of a memorial at the Statehouse, which is 
why I’m here to submit a formal request to place a Gold Star Family Memorial on 
the Veterans’ Walk. 

Our proposed memorial is simple, tasteful, and in keeping with the tone and 
theme of the Veterans’ Walk. Our plan is to procure a plaque from the National 
Garden Club and granite to match what is already on the Veterans’ Walk from a 
local company. The plaque will be mounted on the granite and placed on the 
walk. Cost of the plaque itself is $530. We have contacted a local monuments 
company and should have an estimate for the granite in the coming weeks. 

We’ve formed the Gold Star Memorial Fundraising Committee to begin the 
process of soliciting donations for this memorial. When session begins, we will 
recruit a member of the legislature to assist in writing and passing legislation for 
the memorial to be placed on grounds.  

Our timeline is to have this monument placed no later than end of Summer 2022. 
Once the memorial is placed by facilities, we will conduct an unveiling ceremony. 
Members of the fundraising committee, any interested legislators, and Gold Star 
families from Kansas will be invited to attend. 

I’ll now stand for any questions. 

 

 


