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My Name is Shreepad Joglekar (Shree). I am Associate Professor and Photography Area Coordinator at 
Kansas State University Art Department. I feel honored for the opportunity to present this exhibition 
proposal to the Capitol Preservation Committee. 

Kansas is the Wheat State, the nation’s and the world’s breadbasket, and a leader in grain sorghum, 
corn, soybean, and beef productions. By all appearance, it is a bustling agricultural state where food 
access should be the least of one’s concerns. Yet ironically, right in this agriculture state are patches of 
food deserts where local Kansans lack affordable and easy access to fresh food. In rural towns with 
population in the hundreds, grocery stores are few and far in between. What grocery stores there are 
struggle to operate with a handful of consumers. Getting food into these rural areas adds to the cost of 
food, creating a vicious circle that hurts local business and affordable food access. Lack of access to 
fresh food is not only an issue of convenience and economy; it negatively impacts local residents’ 
nutritional needs and health profiles. 

The Hungry Heartland is an ongoing multimedia project primarily lead by students in three different 
departments: Art, English, and Journalism. As the first step of this interdisciplinary and collaborative 
project, student in these three areas research the regional experiences of food insecurity and 
understand the elusive geographic condition called ‘Food Deserts. Empowered with this knowledge 
students produce visual and textual content reflecting on their research findings. 

The proposed exhibition will include photographic works and based on availability of resources, short 
documentaries that reveal, document and interpret the issues of healthy food accessibility and food 
insecurity in Kansas. Few people living their lives comfortably give food access a second thought. Very 
little of this dire situation is known to Kansans and other people outside the state. The Hungry 
Heartland project was initiated in 2018 with a dual educational purpose - students who investigated the 
issues of food insecurity and lack of access discovered facts and facets of these issues in their own 
communities which they were not aware of, and their work in turn becomes the vehicle to further 
engage and educate a wider population, potentially leading to positive social change. 

The project has since been exhibited at the Volland Store Gallery in Alma Kansas - itself a food desert - 
and at the Chapman Gallery in Kansas State University. As the site of democratic representation, the 
Capitol building would be a perfect venue for exhibiting works produced by the young and creative 
citizens of this state, reflecting on the challenges of food accessibility and food insecurity, and potential 
solutions to those challenges innovated by Kansas communities.


