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Good Afternoon Chairwoman McGinn, and members of the committee.

The Kansas State Park system has endured two of its most unusual years, perhaps in the history of Kansas State
Parks. 2019 brought historic flooding and 2020 brought record-high visitation in the midst of a global
pandemic. As we navigate the ongoing COVID-19 crisis, we have changed the way we do business, moving to
a hands-off approach with fewer face-to face contacts and more cashless transactions. Our state parks have
provided healthy activities and needed safe havens for families and individuals during these trying times. Fifty
of our employees are Law Enforcement certified and provided rescue operations during the flood and continue
to provide public safety duties. Maintaining our services and keeping visitors and employees safe through the
last two years has been a monumental challenge for all staff.

I would like to thank you for the two million dollars in State General Fund appropriated for flood damage repair
in our state parks, which is ongoing. The state parks are eligible for FEMA funding, but flooding in 2019 was so
widespread across the Midwest, FEMA representatives have yet to make site visits at Kansas state parks, but
we’ve had multiple telephone conversations, discussing the damage and the path forward. We are just finalizing
FEMA reimbursements for state parks damaged in September 2018 flooding.

The 2019 flood event was widespread and high water remained for longer time periods than in past floods.
Eighteen State Parks have completed FEMA Category A work, which includes debris removal and mitigation of
the risk to life and property. Staff have cleared considerable woody debris from our campgrounds and
roadways, either burning it or hauling it off. FEMA Category B work, which includes Emergency Protective
Measures is also complete. This involved temporary repairs on roads, detours, and any emergency activity. We
moved 8 cabins to higher ground and hundreds of picnic tables. However, 5 other cabins were damaged and
have since been repaired. From the two million dollars of State General Fund appropriation, we have spent
$257,126 and encumbered $1,099,034.59 to replace three vault toilets, one shower building, repaired roads at
Perry State Park, placed road rock at the Flint Hills Trail, and purchased electrical supplies, lift station pumps
and a variety of necessary construction materials. Projects that are pending completion of final engineering
plans and bid proposals, including electrical repairs at Hillsdale State Park, and campground repair at Milford
State Park’s Cedar Point campground. These projects will take the rest of the $643,840 of the State General
Fund appropriation. In fact, we will have to wait on FEMA reimbursements to complete some of these projects.
Once this group of projects is completed, we’ll file for an extension with FEMA so that we can continue to
work on additional damages, including boat ramps, parking areas and rip-rap.

FEMA Categories C- G work, which includes restoration and repair of facilities to pre-disaster design, function
and capacity is still ongoing. This includes repair of roads, bridges campgrounds, shower buildings and other
facilities. Working with available funding we have prioritized our projects. However, there is still almost six
million dollars of repairs needed for our state parks to operate at full capacity. About three million dollars’
worth of projects that include repair of parking areas and rip-rap replacement have been postponed



Park staff have added gravel to our campgrounds, roads and repaired signage, electrical pedestals, and
addressing other damage that does not require engineering. We’ll continue to work with FEMA for repair
funding, as well as mitigation funding to ensure any upgrades will prevent or endure future flooding. For
example, all our electrical lines will be installed in conduit and we are moving a shower building and vault toilet
out of the flood zone.

Thank you again for the two-million-dollars in State General Fund, which helped us get parks open and
available for this record-setting summer. We still have a lot of work to do and flood damage to repair, but with
your support, we hope to continue to repair our facilities for the public to enjoy.

Respectfully Submitted,

Linda S. Lanterman
Kansas State Parks Director
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