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I am writing the task force to encourage continued funding of the State Rail Service 

Improvement Fund. 

Coffeyville Resources Nitrogen Fertilizers, LLC (CRNF) have a nitrogen fertilizer plant in 

Coffeyville, KS that is connected to SKOL. SKOL is one of the WATCO short-line railroads. SKOL, 

KO, and the WATCO family of railroads have worked closely with CRNF for over 14 years as we 

have developed a market for our fertilizer products. SKOL is our switching carrier. 

SKOL and KO have worked closely with CRNF to allow us to do a major expansion of our 

production facility which increased our volume by more than 50%. All of this additional 

production has moved by rail. SKOL has also made investments in the interchange tracks in 

Coffeyville to allow a quicker interchange with the UP railroad. 

WATCO has assisted us in finding locations in Kansas to build terminals to store and 

distribute product. One location in Dartmouth, KS has allowed us to move 500 railcars (50,000 

tons) per year into a market that was previously served by product trucked from another 

supplier in Oklahoma. This has allowed us to increase our presence in the Kansas market with 

product produced in Kansas. 

SKOL and CRNF have worked together to finance and construct a railyard outside our 

plant. This has reduced congestion on the SKOL and allowed for steady movement of our fleet 

of cars. This also gave CRNF a location to build a new loadout facility at this rail yard which 

allowed us to market our products to additional locations in Kansas and other States. 

Our production plant is totally dependent on movement by rail. We own or lease all of 

our railcar assets. We can only move 10% of our production by truck. We ship approximately 

8,500 railcars per year. About 2,600 cars per year are shipped to Kansas locations to support 

Kansas agriculture. 30 to 35% of the total railcars move on the SKOL rail line between 

Cherryvale, KS and Winfield, KS. This line can only handle cars weighing 244,000 pounds. It also 

has problems during hot summer months requiring the trains to move at a very slow pace. 

These restrictions cause delays in getting product to our customers in a timely manner and 

require additional rail cars in our fleet to compensate for slower turn times and lower volume 

per car. We ship cars weighting 286,000 pounds to many of our customers. This can only be 

done when the cars are interchanged to a Class 1 railroad in Coffeyville. If the SKOL line 

between Cherryvale and Winfield were upgraded to handle the 286,000 pound railcars we 

would be able to provide more timely service to our customers and reduce the size of our rail 
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fleet. Rail lines that can handle cars weighing 286,000 pounds are becoming the industry 

standard. The upgrade of that line will also improve the reliability of that line to operate at full 

capacity throughout the year. 

CRNF strongly encourages the task force to continue funding the State Rail 

Service Improvement Fund. We feel that any money invested in the short-line railroads in 

Kansas will be beneficial to Kansas agriculture, production plants, and overall economic growth. 

Regards, 

p!(l/f'~ 
James B Witthaus 

Manager Business Development and Logistics 
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