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You know the Kansas City Area Transportation Authority (KCATA) as the regional transportation 

authority for the Kansas City metropolitan area. In partnership with the Unified Government of 

Wyandotte County and Johnson County, we collectively operate RideKC. With support from local 

governments and state funding from KDOT, RideKC provided more than 2 million trips in Kansas last 

year – on bus service, and on services designed specifically for seniors and persons with disabilities. 

Thanks to Johnson County and Wyandotte County leadership, RideKC Freedom On-Demand 

paratransit service has expanded throughout those counties.  

 

But the transportation authority that I am proud to lead has reinvented itself. Transformed into 

something bigger than a name or logo change. This change is something deeper and more 

fundamental. KCATA has morphed from a bus company into a facilitator of economic growth and a 

connector to opportunities by becoming a mobility manager. Gone are the days of running 40-foot 

buses up and down the street or being wed to a single transportation mode. We recognize the need to 

add new types of services, in addition to providing traditional bus service. We are maximizing our ability 

to create unique public/private partnerships. And we embrace the notion that the tent of opportunity is 

big enough to include organizations once seen as competitors.  

 

KCATA is not your grandfather’s bus company. 

 

You know that thousands of Kansans rely on public transportation to get to jobs, school and health care 

in the Kansas City region every day.  You also know that funding is a challenge for all public 

transportation agencies, including those in Kansas. Existing state funding support for transit has been 

critical and is very much appreciated.  As you’ll hear from most stakeholders in this process, more is 

needed to meet the needs of Kansans.   

 

A clear focus and priority of RideKC is providing access to jobs, and investments are being made to 

benefit workers and employers. Two recent examples are the addition of a seven-day per week RideKC 

route to the new Amazon facility in Kansas City, Kan., and two new routes to growing employment 

centers in southwest Johnson County, including Logistics Park Kansas City in Edgerton. These 

connections support the economic health of our region and would not be possible without a strong local 

commitment and continued state funding. 

 

Spurred by a variety of factors, community interest in public transportation in the Kansas City region is 

strong and growing. Building on this interest, the region recently completed a long-term vision, Smart 

Moves 3.0. RideKC is using this framework and interest to prioritize options for our aging population, as 

well as services for new entrants to the workforce who expect robust public transportation options.   
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It is imperative that we be bold. We must not be afraid to fail, and if we fail, we must fail quickly and 

learn from those experiences. We must continue to connect to the bigger picture of mobility. The days 

of simply being a bus company are over. 

 

On behalf of RideKC, thank you for your consideration and for your service!  
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